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 Dyslexia Friendly Classroom Practice  

Self Audit 

In 
Place 

Comments/Evidence 

 Planning and Preparation   

3.3 I know which pupils have dyslexic type difficulties and 
differentiate accordingly. 

  

 Homework   

3.6 Homework set is appropriate for the individual pupil 
with clear and realistic deadlines. 

  

3.6 A clear indication of the time to be spent on 
homework is given. 

  

3.6 

 

Adequate time and support is given to record 
homework tasks and is checked for 
accuracy/understanding. 

  

 Classroom Environment   

3.2 IWB background is off white where possible.   

3.2 Resources, trays, drawers, are labelled with writing 
and graphics. 

  

3.2 Dyslexic pupils have a clear view of the board.   

3.2 Displays are uncluttered, at a height that can be 
accessed by pupils and are supported by graphics 
whenever possible. 

  

 Resources   

3.5 Where identified, coloured overlays are available or 
worksheets are printed on coloured paper. 

  

3.2 

3.5 

The use of desk top prompts is encouraged e.g. 
spelling prompts; key words lists; sound mats; 
number bond strips. 

  

3.4 

3.5 

Practical, multisensory equipment is available to 
support learning. 
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3.1 Visual reminders are supplied where a number of 
tasks or activities are involved. 

  

3.5 The use of technology is considered and encouraged 
to support learning.   

  

3.3 Planning frames and scaffolded approaches are 
available for extended writing tasks. 

  

3.5 For primary years, there is a choice of handwriting 
tools e.g. pens with grips. 

  

 Lesson delivery   

3.1 Copying from the IWB or books is kept to a minimum.   

3.1 Key points and new vocabulary are reinforced and 
highlighted both orally and visually. 

  

3.1 

3.2 

Printed information is clear, uncluttered and uses 
dyslexia friendly layout, e.g. Comic Sans or Arial, size 
12/14. 

  

3.1 

3.3 

Mind maps, flowcharts or alternative visual formats 
are utilised to deliver learning. 

  

3.1 Spoken instructions are kept as short as possible, are 
supported by visual aids or pictures and checks made 
for understanding. 

  

3.3 Additional time is allowed within sessions for dyslexic 
pupils to process information and for reading and 
writing. 

  

3.3 Dyslexic pupils are not made to read or write in front 
of the class unless they choose to. 

  

3.2 

3.3 

Organisation of learning includes opportunities for 
the dyslexic pupil to work in ability appropriate pairs 
or groupings. 

  

3.2 Dyslexic pupils are assigned an identified ‘classroom 
buddy’, with whom, for example, they can check for 
understanding. 
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 Feedback and marking   

3.6 Awareness and recognition of possible small steps of 
progress for the dyslexic pupil. 

  

3.1 

3.6 

Praise for dyslexic pupils is clear and convincing and 
made visual where appropriate. 
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Ideas for print and layout of text on the page 

Use off-white for paper and screen backgrounds on 

computers and interactive whiteboards.  

Use a minimum of 12 pt or ideally 14 pt type in 

written text with 1.5 line spacing. 

Use fonts like Arial, Calibri or Verdana that are rounded 

and reflect a cursive script. 

Keep lines left justified with a ragged right edge. 

Use a line space between paragraphs to break up text. Use wide margins and headings to break up text. 

Use images (pictures and/or symbols) to support text. Use bold to highlight, as italics or underlining can 

make words appear to run together.  

Where possible, use bulleted or numbered lists rather 

than continuous prose.  

Write clear, concise sentences and instructions.  

Keep sentence length to a minimum.  The active rather than the passive voice increases 

readability. 

Use flow charts or mind maps to represent information 

visually wherever possible.  

Keep paragraphs short, with headings and sub-

headings. 
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